Peter MacKay on Robert Burns Cameron

In the House of Commons on March 29th, 2000.
Robert Burns Cameron

March 29th, 2000 / 2:10 p.m.

Peter MacKay Pictou—Antigonish—Guysborough, NS

Mr. Speaker, today I rise to pay tribute to a true Canadian hero. Robert Burns Cameron of New
Glasgow, Nova Scotia died recently at the age of 80 after a storied life in service to his
community and country.

A graduate of New Glasgow High School, R.B. as he was known in his beloved Pictou county
went on to attend the Royal Military College and with the outbreak of war was commissioned
and went overseas as commanding officer for the 1st Canadian Armoured Division.

He was a recipient of the Distinguished Service Order for heroic action at the gothic line in the
second world war and also a member of the Order of Canada. After an extraordinary military
career, as an astute businessman he went on to establish a number of companies such as
Maritime Steel and Cameron Publications Ltd. For a time he was president of Sydney Steel and
the largest shareholder of the Royal Bank of Canada.

Senator Alasdair Graham in a stirring eulogy at the First Presbyterian Kirk Church stated “The
lights may have been dimmed on Robert Burns Cameron, but they will never truly go out”.

To his beloved wife Florence, their children and grandchildren, I would like to extend on behalf
of the Right Hon. Joe Clark and the PC Party of Canada our sincere condolences. R.B. lived his

life greatly with class and compassion. Philanthropist, industrialist, hero and friend, in the words
of his famous namesake, a man's a man for all that.
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