
Michael Savage on Joseph Zatzman 

In the House of Commons on December 13th, 2007.  

Mr. Speaker, the remarkable life of Joseph Zatzman ended this week. He was 95. 

Born in St. John, he chose the community of Dartmouth as his adopted home. He opened a 

grocery store on Portland Street, moved into real estate, and became one of Nova Scotia's most 

significant landlords, most admired business people and prominent public citizens. 

He was elected to town council and in 1963 was elected mayor of Dartmouth. He is our only 

Jewish mayor and is widely regarded as one of the best mayors in Dartmouth's proud history. 

His most significant achievement, and also the most significant in Dartmouth's development, was 

his leadership in the birth and growth of Burnside Industrial Park. It was his project, his success 

and his legacy. 

His post-mayoralty life continued to be one of achievement and recognition. 

Although he lost some zeal for life after the death of his beloved Leah, he continued to be one of 

our most respected and beloved citizens until his death this week. 

Our whole community feels his loss. To his family, including my friend, his son Michael, we 

offer our condolences on the loss of a man whose beliefs were simple--faith, family, and 

community--but whose achievements were remarkable. 

Source: House of Commons https://openparliament.ca/debates/2007/12/13/michael-savage-

1/only/  

 

https://openparliament.ca/debates/2007/12/13/michael-savage-1/only/
https://openparliament.ca/debates/2007/12/13/michael-savage-1/only/

